Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL oF HONOUR
DAYBALL, Arthur Joseph
Service Number: 2384
Rank: Sapper

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.
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Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district was no exception. Over the
four years from 1914 to 1918, from a population of
about 5000, 465 men and women from what is
now the 2622 postcode area — including
Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen, Mongarlowe,
Nerriga, Ballalaba and Jembaicumbene joined the
Navy or Army. Of these 377 returned to

Australia. Sadly, 88 lost their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in the
district, have added their family knowledge and
their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Arthur Joseph Dayball, one of the 88
Braidwood volunteers who did not return from
World War I. It contains his details as recorded
in the World War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment
Papers, Field Service records, any Casualty
notification, correspondence relating to his death,
details of decorations won, any available photos,
and, in some instances, family correspondence
or recollections.

Arthur Joseph Dayball died for his country, for
you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War I lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.




ROLL OF HONOUR

ARTHUR JOSEPH DAYBALL

Service Number: 2384

Rank: Sapper

Unit: 1st Field Company, Australian Engineers
Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918

Date of death: 25 July 1916

Place of death: France

Cause of death: Killed in action

Age at death: 29

Place of association: Nelligen, Australia &

Cemetery or memorial details: Villers-Bretonneux
Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, Picardie, France

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Arthur Joseph Dayball's
. name is located at panel 23 in the Commemorative Area .
' at the Australian War Memorial _:m




Australian Engineers

Australian Engineers in the First World War,
also known as sappers, were essential to the
running of the war. Without them, other
branches of the Allied Forces would have
found it difficult to cross the muddy and shell-
ravaged ground of the Western Front. Their
responsibilities included constructing the lines
of defence, temporary bridges, tunnels and
trenches, observation posts, roads, railways,
communication lines, buildings of all kinds,
showers and bathing facilities, and other
material and mechanical solutions to the
problems associated with fighting in all
theatres.

The Engineer unit war diaries have been
digitised as part of the larger project to digitise
all the First World War unit diaries. Sapper,
Arthur Joseph Dayball was reported Missing on
23" July 1915 and reported Killed in Action on
25 July 1915. Following is an excerpt from the
diaries from 22 - 25 July for the 1°' Field
Company, Australian Engineers:

Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F.S. Regs., Part II,
and the Staff Munual respectively. Title pages
will be prepared in manuscript.

INTELELIGENEE -SUMMARY.
(Erase heading not required).

o - -

Private Arthur Latta and Pri-
vate Dayball, of Nelligen are
amongst the recently wounded in
France.

Applications for enrolmcnt on
the list of eclectors for the Muni-
cipalicy of Braidwood must Dbe
lodged on or before October 7th.

Pte. Philip Dayball, son of Mr.
and Mrs. John Dayball, Nelligen,
has bzen wounded. Another son,
Sapper Arthur Joseph Dayball, is
missing, and the third, Pte. Al-
bert Dayball, is now on his way
to the front.

1916: The Braidwood Dispatch, reports on the
death of Arthur Joseph Dayball.

Army Form C. 21i8.
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(s)(f Name
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Questions to be put to the Person Enlimng Attestation.

1. What is your Name? .. Sl 10//{ M%@yw
.’ 2.InthePuhhof. < 7o R hcr

2. In or near what Parisk or Town were you born? .. near the Town of péq/«,(,?v cad 4)'
' n e Commly oo i cisridyvuansenricraai
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4. What is your age? .
5. What is your trade or nmnc!

6. Are you, or have you been, an Apprcntice?
where, to whom, and for what period? .

7. Are you married? ..

I! 80,

8. Who is your next of kin? (Address to be stated) ..

9. Have you ever been convieted by the Civil Power? .

10. Have you ever been diseharged from any part of His
Majesty's Forces, with Ignominy, or as Incor-
rigible and Worthless, or on account of Convie-
tion of Felony, or of a Sentence of Penal Servi
tude, or have ynn been dllmi-ed with Disgraee
from the Navy? . o

11. Do you now belong to, or luvo you ever served in, His
Majesty's Army, the Marines, the Militia, the
Militia Reserve, the Territorial Foree, Royal Nnvy.
or Colonial Forees? If so, state wluoh, and if not
now serving, state cause of diseharge .

12. Have you stated the whole, if any, of your prenoun
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13. Have you ever been rejocted as unfit for His lhjuty 's
Serviee! If 8o, on what grounds? . 3 e

14. Do you understand that no Separation Allowsnce will

bo issued in respect of your servies beyond an

amount which together with Pay wounld reach
oight shillings per day. ..covuoirreiminiiniriiiciiiinsann,

15. Are you preparad to undergo inoculation Apimt amnllpox
sand anterio fever ?
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by me to lht above questions

do solemnly declare that the above answeors made

u'uc, and 1 am&zgwd hereby voluntarily agree to serve in the Military

Forces -of the Commonwealth of Australia within or beyond the limits of the Commonwealth.
® And 1 further agree to allot not less than two-fifths of the pay payable to me from time to time during

my service for the support of my wife

wife and children

'
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Army Form B. 2090a.
FIELD SERVICE. L

REPORT of Death of a Soldier to be forwarded to the War Office with the least possible
delay after receipt of metification of death on Army Form B. 218 or Army Form A. 36 or from .
other official documentary sources,

or Troop, Battery

REGIMEN T} Squadron,
lst FIELD COY ENGINEERS
CORPS ) A.I.P. (12th Reinfmts)  or Company }

Regtl. No. 2384  Rank  SAPPER 4 ¢

Name —  DAYBALL. AJ.

Date _25th July 1916 2.
Died{ Place___ FRANCE

’ Causeof Death* ____~ KILIED IM ACTION 1

Nature and Date of Renort_ Coumst of Emquiry held on 10-10-16

By whom made__ — 0.C.dst Field Coy Engineers A.I.F. .

* Speclally state Ul killed Lo actlon, or died from recelved ln aotlon, or from illness due to field operstions or W fabi privation
exposure while on hquv.clmnhhrywubonnmuxydmy." : o . ‘

Place Particulsrs not to herd. —_—
Burial { Date _ S5 9 Sy

By whom reported.. '

(a) in Pay Book (Army Book 64) w111 mot recetved

State whether he 1eaves { (3) in Small Book (if at Base) T

(¢) as a separate document

All private documents and effects reoei\_red from the front or bospital, as well as the Pay
Book, should be examined, and if any will is found it should be at once torwarded to the War Office,

o) Any information received as to verbal expressions by a deceassd soldier of his wishes as to
the disposal of his estate should be reported to the War Offic2 as soon as possible.

A duplicate of this Report is to be sent to the Fixed Centre Paymaster at Home,
or to the D.F.A.G., Indian Epeditionary Force, or Field Disbursing Officer as the case may require,
together with the deceased’s Pay Book (after withdrawal of any will from the latter). If the
¥ decensed’s Small Book is at the Base, it should be forwarded to the War Office with this Report.

of Section Adjutan —- — ——— liewt.
Office at the Base

Signature of Officer in '} oS Arta
' - ” -

Officer 1/¢ Feocords.

ol :['.";if._

Station and Date  ROUEN.FR ANCE . —20-12-16.
Wi, 129204141 400000 1215 JFW
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In Memory of
Sapper

Arthur Joseph Dayball

2384, 1st Field Coy., Australian Engineers who died on 25 July 1916 Age 29

Son of John Alfred and Elizabeth Anne Dayball. Born at Nelligen. New South Wales.

Remembered with Honour
Villers-Bretonneux Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission




WAR DIARY Army Formdp 2118.
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Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front’ by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis

Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott

Bruce, Thomas Fraser

Byrne, Cecil John

Callan, William Henry

Catlin, Robert Henry

Clarke, Lester Thomas

Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas

Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol

Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William '
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henr o
Geelan, Robert Michae f i
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

e rpe, George Lyle &
arpe; Reginald

Shermﬁ Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederlck

Slmmons, George L)

Gosling, Fred
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