
Commemoration for the Lives of the 
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”

 

ROLL OF HONOUR: 

Meade, Arthur Stuart 

Service Number: 1501 

Rank: Sergeant 

 

 
	
  

	
  

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District 
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War I. 

88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.  

ROLL OF HONOUR
HUGGETT, William 

Service Number: 5125 
Rank: Private



 

Introduction 
This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start 
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s 
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most 
terrible conflict ever seen to that time.  Australians 
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers.  Their 
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from 
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was 
an integral part, to the desire to have a great 
adventure. 
 
Braidwood and district were no exception. Over 
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a 
population of about 5000, 465 men and women 
from what is now the 2622 postcode area – 
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen, 
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and 
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of 
these 377 returned to Australia.  Sadly, 88 lost 
their lives.    

A varying amount of their history is recorded in 
the Australian War Memorial.  Some of their 
names, but not all, are recorded on local 
memorials.  More is recorded in limited local 
histories and newspapers, not readily available to 
the general public; and the people who lived with 
and knew these distant relatives are also passing 
on.   

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all 
the information available from the Australian War 
Memorial and local sources, including the 
Braidwood Museum.   Families, still resident in 
the district, have added their family knowledge 
and their precious memorabilia.    

This booklet is the available story of  
William Huggett, one of the 88 Braidwood 
volunteers who did not return from World War 
I.  It contains his details as recorded in the World 
War I Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers, 
Field Service records, any Casualty notification, 
correspondence relating to his death, details of 
decorations won, any available photos, and, in 
some instances, family correspondence or 
recollections.  
 
William Huggett died for his country, for you and 
for me.  Please pause a moment to remember 
him.   
 
Lest We Forget. 

 
WORLD WAR I 
 
World War I lasted four years, from 4 August 
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the 
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne. 
The axis powers were Germany and Austria. 
Russia and France were the initial allies. When 
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the 
war on the side of Russia and France.  

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in 
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was 
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another 
front because of colonial possessions on that 
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1 
November 1914, the Middle East became 
another theatre of war. 

Australians generally thought of themselves as 
an integral part of the British Empire and the 
Australian Army and Navy were part of the 
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime 
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised 
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and 
the last shilling.’ The Australian population was 
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served 
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were 
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397 
died while captive).  

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in 
1915. The ANZACS – Australian and New Zealand 
Army Corps – were engaged in battle on the 
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the 
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe 
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.   
 
The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December 
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the 
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of 
19,000.  Despite the defeat, the legend attached to 
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the 
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and 
national identity.  

                                 

   

 
 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 
 
 

WILLIAM HUGGETT 
 
Service Number: 5125 
Rank: Private 
Unit: 1st Australian Infantry Battalion 
Service: Australian Army 
Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918 
Date of death: 22 July 1916 
Place of death: France 
Cause of death: Killed in action 
Age at death: 21 
Place of association: Braidwood, Australia 
Cemetery or memorial details: Villers-Bretonneux  
Memorial, Villers-Bretonneux, Picardie, France 
Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,  

 
Location on the Roll of Honour: William Huggett's 
name is located at panel 29 in the Commemorative Area 
at the Australian War Memorial 
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1st Australian Infantry Battalion  
The 1st Battalion was the first infantry unit 
recruited for the AIF in New South Wales 
during the First World War.  
 
The battalion was raised within a fortnight of 
the declaration of war in August 1914 and 
embarked just two months later. After a brief 
stop in Albany, Western Australia, the battalion 
proceeded to Egypt, arriving on 2 December. 
The battalion took part in the ANZAC landing 
on 25 April 1915 as part of the second and 
third waves, and served there until the 
evacuation in December. Its most notable 
engagement at Gallipoli was the battle of Lone 
Pine in August. Two members of the battalion, 
Captain A. J. Shout and Lieutenant L.M. 
Keysor were awarded Victoria Crosses for their 
valour at Lone Pine, Captain Shout 
posthumously.  

After the withdrawal from Gallipoli in December 
1915, the battalion returned to Egypt. In March 
1916, it sailed for France and the Western 
Front. From then until 1918 the battalion took 
part in operations against the German Army, 
principally in the Somme Valley in France and 
around Ypres in Belgium. At Bullecourt in May 
1917, Corporal G. J. Howell became the third 
member of the battalion to be awarded the 
Victoria Cross. The battalion participated in the 
battle of Amiens on 8 August 1918. This 
advance by British and empire troops was the 
greatest success in a single day on the 
Western Front, one that German General Erich 
Ludendorff described as 'the black day of the 
German Army in this war'.  
 
The battalion continued operations until late 
September 1918. At 11 am on 11 November, 
1918, the guns fell silent. The November 
armistice was followed by the peace treaty of 
Versailles signed on 28 June 1919. Between 
November 1918 and May 1919 the men of the 
1st Battalion returned to Australia for 
demobilisation and discharge.  

 
1916: The Braidwood Dispatch reporting the death 
of William Huggett 

 

 
 

 

1916: Goulburn NSW, Group portrait of Troops, taken outside the drill hall at Goulburn Training Camp. 
Identified is 5435 Private William Joseph Punch, 1st Battalion (Third Row, 11th from right). (Photo: 
Australia War Memorial, donor A. Speer) 

 
William Huggett left Sydney on 1 April, 1916 on the SS Makarini. Troops on board SS Makarini 
prior to departure. 
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From Braidwood Dear Braidwood, by Netta Ellis 

Editorial comment at the beginning of the 
war, gave emphasis to the effect of war on 
such domestic affairs as markets for 
primary products, and the unemployment 
caused by the closure of mines and 
factories as export markets disappeared. 
Reports of fighting overseas were always 
optimistic, allied victories being predicted 
and casualties stated as minimal. 
However, some weeks after the 
Dardanelles campaign, as the true number 
of killed, wounded and missing was 
reported and that event seen as a failure 
rather than a success, a fear of defeat and 
the real tragedy of the First World War, the 
“Great War”, was realised. In 1917 as local 
boys were casualties to the horror of the 
trench fighting in France, the conflict was 
no longer so remote, as letters were 
received from soldiers recovering in 
England from wounds.  

 

The people gave their support by 
contributing large amounts to the war 
loans, the proceeds of most social events 
going to this purpose. The women rallied to 
the Red Cross Society. By 1917, 
Braidwood women had made 3,756 
pounds of jam to aid the war effort; 202 
pounds were made in Durran Durra and 
304 pounds in Majors Creek and 
Jembiacumbene! 
 
Nevertheless, the local people voted 
overwhelmingly in the negative at the 
referenda in 1916 and 1917 asking for the 
power to conscript men between the ages 
of eighteen and forty-five for overseas 
service to be given to the Commonwealth 
Government. There was much criticism in 
the local press of the personality and 

 
 
actions of Prime Minister William Morris 
Hughes, who was described as a “tinpot 
Welsh autocrat”, and of the exclusion of 
voting in the referenda of people with the 
names of German origin. Perhaps the 
democracy of the goldfields still permeated 
the community and conscription was seen 
as a contradiction of individual freedom. A 
significant proportion of the population was 
of Irish origin and some of these had 
conflicting loyalties. Moreover, by 1917, the 
rural workforce was seriously depleted. At 
Easter 1917 the N.S.W. Recruiting 
Committee issued the following verse: 
 
Who Rides Today? 
Bending neck to bit and bridle 
Pace the war steeds in their pride; 
Who will fill the empty saddles? 
Who will for Australia ride? 
Who rides today, for Empire rides, 
Where duty leads the way -  
Where brothers fight and die for us 
Who rides, who rides today? 
Will you mount for heroes fallen? 
For your soul’s sake in this war? 
There are southern horses waiting? 
On the crimson fields afar. 
They are waiting dumb, expectant, 
Jingling rein and tossing head, 
For the men who’ll charge for Freedom 
In the saddles of the dead. 
Hark, the bugle call resounding 
From across the Ocean wide - 
Take the steed that waits a soldier, 
And for dear Australia ride. 

The appeal to love the Empire, duty, 
freedom and ‘dear Australia’ was expected 
to be more powerful to the young men of 
the country areas if allied to the bushman’s 
love of riding. But The Braidwood 
Dispatch had already recorded in January 
1917 “All the eligible young men who were 
prepared to go to war have gone.”  

 

 
Peace Day, Wallace Street Braidwood, 11 November, 1918. 
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