Commemoration for the Lives of the
Braidwood and District ANZACS

“We will remember them well”’

A CALL FROM THE DARDANELLES

ROLL OF HONOUR
TORPY, Patrick Edward
Service Number: 346

Rank: Lance Sergeant

From 1914 - 1918, 465 volunteers from Braidwood and the District
joined the Australian Imperial Force in World War .
88 lost their lives, never to return home. This is their story.

THE SPIRIT
LIVES
2014 - 2018

1914-1918

THE GREAT WAR




Introduction

This year, 2015, marks the centenary of the start
of the Gallipoli campaign and Australia’s
involvement as a nation in the greatest and most
terrible conflict ever seen to that time. Australians
joined their Armed Forces in large numbers. Their
motives were as varied as their upbringings, from
a need to save the Empire, of which Australia was
an integral part, to the desire to have a great
adventure.

Braidwood and district were no exception. Over
the four years from 1914 to 1918, from a
population of about 5000, 465 men and women
from what is now the 2622 postcode area —
including Braidwood, Majors Creek, Araluen,
Mongarlowe, Nerriga, Ballalaba and
Jembaicumbene joined the Navy or Army. Of
these 377 returned to Australia. Sadly, 88 lost
their lives.

A varying amount of their history is recorded in
the Australian War Memorial. Some of their
names, but not all, are recorded on local
memorials. More is recorded in limited local
histories and newspapers, not readily available to
the general public; and the people who lived with
and knew these distant relatives are also passing
on.

The Braidwood RSL Sub Branch has collected all
the information available from the Australian War
Memorial and local sources, including the
Braidwood Museum. Families, still resident in
the district, have added their family knowledge
and their precious memorabilia.

This booklet is the available story of

Patrick Edward Torpy, one of the 88 Braidwood
volunteers who did not return from World War

I. It contains his details as recorded in the World
War | Roll of Honour, his Enlistment Papers,
Field Service records, any Casualty notification,
correspondence relating to his death, details of
decorations won, any available photos, and, in
some instances, family correspondence or
recollections.

Patrick Edward Torpy died for his country, for
you and for me. Please pause a moment to
remember him.

Lest We Forget.

WORLD WAR |

World War | lasted four years, from 4 August
1914 until 11 November 1918. It began after the
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne.
The axis powers were Germany and Austria.
Russia and France were the initial allies. When
Germany invaded Belgium, Britain entered the
war on the side of Russia and France.

The war was in Europe, the Western Front was in
France and Belgium. The Eastern Front was
Russia and Austria-Hungary. Africa was another
front because of colonial possessions on that
continent, and after Turkey entered the war on 1
November 1914, the Middle East became
another theatre of war.

Australians generally thought of themselves as
an integral part of the British Empire and the
Australian Army and Navy were part of the
Imperial Forces. In 1914, Australia’s Prime
Minister, Andrew Fisher, immediately promised
Australian support for Britain ‘to the last man and
the last shilling.” The Australian population was
less than five million. 324,000 Australians served
overseas. 61,720 lost their lives. 155,000 were
wounded. 4,044 became prisoners of war (397
died while captive).

The first Australian troops were sent to Egypt in
1915. The ANZACS — Australian and New Zealand
Army Corps — were engaged in battle on the
Gallipoli Peninsula against the Turks to control the
Dardanelles’ and open the way to Eastern Europe
with their fateful landing on 25 April 1915.

The ANZACS were evacuated on 19-20 December
1915. The Gallipoli campaign resulted in the
deaths of 7,600 Australians and the wounding of
19,000. Despite the defeat, the legend attached to
the heroism, comradeship and valour of the
soldiers remain a source of Australian pride and
national identity.
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PATRICK EDWARD TORPY :

Service Number: 346

Rank: Lance Sergeant |
Unit: 17th Australian Infantry Battalion
Service: Australian Army

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of death: 09 October 1918
Place of death: France

Cause of death: Died of wounds

Age at death: 27

Place of association: Braidwood, Australia -

Cemetery or memorial details: St Sever Cemetery
Extension, Haute-Normandie, France

Source: AWM145 Roll of Honour cards, 1914-1918 War,
Army

Location on the Roll of Honour: Patrick Edward Torpy's
name is located at panel 84 in the Commemorative Area
at the Australian War Memorial kS



17th Australian Infantry Battalion

The 17th Battalion was raised at Liverpool in New South Wales in March 1915 as part of the 5th
Brigade. It left Australia in early May, trained in Egypt from mid-June until mid-August, and on 20
August landed at ANZAC Cove.

At Gallipoli the Battalion participated in the last action of the August Offensive ' the attack on Hill 60 '
before settling into defensive routine in the trenches. For a short period part of the 17th garrisoned
Pope's Hill, but for most of its time on the peninsular the Battalion was responsible for the defence of
Quinn's Post, one of the most contested positions along the entire ANZAC front. The Battalion was
evacuated from Gallipoli in December 1915.

After further training in Egypt, the 17th Battalion proceeded to France. Landing there on 22 March
1916, it took part in its first major battle at Pozieres between 25 July and 5 August. The Battalion
returned to the Pozieres trenches for a second time, although in a reserve role, between 18 and 28
August. After a spell in a quieter sector of the front in Belgium, the 2nd Division, which included the
5th Brigade, came south again in October. The 17th Battalion was spared from having to mount an
attack across the quagmire the Somme battlefield had become, but did have to continue manning the
front through a very bleak winter.

In 1917 the 17th was involved in the follow-up of German forces after their retreat to the Hindenburg
Line, and was one of four battalions to defeat a counter-stroke by a German force, almost four times
as strong, at Lagincourt. The battalion took part in three major battles before the year was out,
second Bullecourt (3-4 May) in France, and Menin Road (20-22 September) and Poelcappelle (9-10
October) in Belgium.

After another winter of trench duty, 17th Battalion helped to thwart the German Spring Offensive of
1918. With this last desperate offensive defeated, the Allied armies turned to the offensive and the
17th participated in the battles that pushed the German Army ever closer to defeat: Amiens on 8
August, the legendary attack on Mont St Quentin on 31 August, and the forcing of the Beaurevoir
Line around Montbrehain on 3 October. Montbrehain was the battalion's last battle. It was training out
of the line when the armistice was declared in November 1918, and was disbanded in April 1919.
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PATRICK EDWARD TORPY #346

At the time of WW1 Patrick Edward Torpy was engaged to Miss Lily Holland. The post card is from
Pat to Lilly: "My dearest Lily, | have had my photo (above) taken as you can see and what a lovely
one too. Please do not show it to many they will think "Fritz" has really frightened me. | will say

goodbye for the present dearest with fondest love and kisses to you dearest and all at home. Your

ever loving Pat."

Private Patrick Torpy, of Lagoon, Braidwood, son of Mr and Mrs M. Torpy, has died from wounds
received in France, this is the second son they have lost, the other was Private Thomas Torpy, who
was reported missing fully 12 months before any authentic information regarding his death was
received. The late Patrick Torpy was 27 years of age, he took part in the Gallipoli campaign, returned
to France in 1916. The deceased was a general favourite in the district, his other brother Private
Eddie Torpy, returned recently suffering from a dose of Fritz’s mustard gas.

The Braidwood Dispatch reporting the death of Patrick Edward Torpy, from Braidwood Letters from
the Front, by Roslyn Maddrell.



Ei OUR SOLDIERS.

t'

Alrs. M. Torpy, of this fown, on
Wednesday received a telegram
from the Defence authorities con-
veying the sad news that her son,
Private P. Torpy, had been woun-
ded in France. Mrs. Torpy's thren
soldier sons are now out of action.
Private E. Torpy was admitted to
the Cambridge Hospital on the
11th March suffering from wounds
received in France, while Pri-
vate T. Torpy was reporied mis-
sing six months ago, and ne in-
formmation as to his whereabouts
has since been received.

~ Writing from England to his
mother, Mrs. M. Irwin, Braidwood,
Private Vin. Irwin says that Pri-
vate P. Torpy, son of Mr. E. Tor-
py, of the Criterion Hotel, bhad
been recommended Tor a Militury
Medal or a<French decoration.

1918: The Braidwood Dispatch reporting on the fate of the three
Torpy brothers: Patrick, Thomas and Eddie.

174, EATTALION. TORPY, F.:. COXp orul
Sa. 340,
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Torpy wis in B. Compuny V1li Platoon, with nme as a Tes: Serguuant
having g?en recently promoted fros Corporil. He wag 2 big lunp vl 2
chap »nd his nune was I think ‘atricks lle was wounded in the eye on
3.1C.18 ot Johncourt the olner nide of the Hinden burg Line. 1 .:-:zd
been wounded jus$s previously cn the guse daye ile wau c_arripd x:u.
and dicd six duys lnter at o Bane loopital. I heurd of als death
about 2 romtiz later. 1 herrd of his beinz wounded the day it
Buppened. e was wounded by a plece of shell,

Inrormant: Sergewnt J. Dolan 1346.
17th Pattalion A. Company,
“Wateriey” -
Home addresa: icoramie Avenue,
KISINGTOR,
Yo. 4 Soneral loapdtel RANIVION.
21.2.1G.
HeoeOo
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Corporal Torpy and I want sway together in Uaren 1919
_on tus *Themistocles®, = ~He was sboud 5£4.7" in helghs,
with freeklsd faco, light hair and fair complexion, .

We were engaged in a stunt at Jongourt on the 7¢h or 8th
Getoder 1918 and I was alongside of him, Wa hopped over
avout 10 o'clack in the morning, After a 1ittle vhile, I
cannet reaenber how long, I saw him hit by a bullet, e was
very savarely wounded, = I ‘saw_the stretoher-bearars carry
him off, I never saw hinm again. - '

- Informant;- No, 411, Lanca=Corperal J,B, Huge,
17th Battalion,
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have to inform you that Sgt Torpy was

Reference attached, I o0
admitted to this Hospital on 8/10/18, guffering from "GSW Haead".

T

4o died on 9/10/18, in apite of all that coulé be dome for him,

iis was buried in St Sever gematery, sousn, on 11/10/18, Grave

lio 7308,

. 1/19. Eajor R.A.%,C.
ouen, BN for U.C, kO 5 Gensral Hospital,
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“THE SECRETARY. AUS'I‘RALIANi RED CROSS SOCIETY.

WOUNDED AND, MISSING

 — ENQUIRY BUREAU —
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Dear Sir, 34‘"’ cfs‘z'!' O? ? 90\,/,7, /7}‘{ /Sq/lla_&,p-g

3 We have been asked by the relatived in Australia o
obtain the fullest details possible of the wounds, death
#nd burial of the above, who died in your Hospital on
9. 10./§ and would greatly appreciate any information
that you may send us.

As we have been informed by various C.0.'s and
Adjutants that the receipt of notes of thanks only causes
them unnecessary inconvenience, unless you ask us to
aqknowledge your reply to the above we will not do 80,

= and trust that you will understand that we appreciate it

none the less,.
With apologies for troubling you,

- et Yours faitytully,

Bybiat, ooy By it
L a 56 |

. p= e’ ’

Seoretary.
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LIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.
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station Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad. ‘3

v .//97 (2 )/
T Name : s S
t

=4 . Uni ok Al Co
t - ' Joined on | A T | ¥

Questions to be put to the Person Enlisting before Attestation.

. Taf?P/ ...... oL

. What is your Name? .. .. .. .. .- .-

. In or near what Parish or Town werg youlb

| , Are you a natural born British Subject or a
Naturalized British Subject?! (N.B.—If the 1
latter, papers to be shown.) .. .. .. .. «¢ «u os J

. What is your age? .. .. s

is your trade or calling? .. .

u, or have you been, an Apprentice! If so, |
“where, to whom, and for what perfodt . .. ..

on married? .. ..
(&I Red,,

............... S R e R

St ...... ; -------------- {i;z‘cé

" . Who is your next of kin? (Address to be stated) ..

DT IS

L 4
~ . Have you ever been convicted by the Civil Power? ..

. . Have you ever been discharged from any part of His |
Majesty's Forces, with Ignominy, or as Incor-
rigible and Worthless, or on account of Convie-
tion of Felony, or of a Sentence of Penal Servi
tude, or have you been dismissed with Disgrace
TR g e e SR R S S S

. Do you now belong to, or have you ever served in, His

ajesty’s+Army, the Marines, the Militia, the
Militia Reserve, the Territorial Force, Royal Navy,

. or Colonial Forces? If so, state which, and if not

'\ now serving, state cause of discharge .. .. .. ..

‘Have you stated the whole, if any, of your previous

b e D S

Have yon ever been rejected as unfit for His Majesty’s
Service? If so, on what grounds? .. .. .. .. ..

(For Married Men and Widowers with children)—
un onfAllowance

f
will issueéd to you either befoMeOr after ‘
embarkation during your Wn of service? .. .. I

2 f\

¥ 5
: Lo s Loy 6 ..... VJ s i o s waonls do solémnly deelapé that the above answers made
by me to the above questions are true,’anfl T am willing and hereby voluntarily agree to serve o the Military
Forces of the Commonwealth of Australif within or beyond the limits of the Commonwealth,

¥
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coffe ?
ture of person enlisted.
witheut childcen under 18 years of age. \‘}‘
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Page 4 (B.)

Statement of Service of No. 274 ¢ .. _Name.

- T
Unit, Promotions, Reductions, Casualties, etc. Place. Date.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

ART03023
1918: Will Longstaff, Breaking the Hindenburg Line: The Battle of the Hindenburg Line which began
September 18, 1918, was a key turning point in the Hundred Days Offensive that eventually led to the end of
World War 1. British forces spearheaded the attack against the German Line, continuing their effective use of
tanks that stated earlier in the Offensive at the Battle of Amiens. The battle was another sign that trench
warfare was over as the Allies broke through the largest trench system on the Western Front.

ﬁ KTe
6th June, 1919,
”“f-r Fir.
L Yith reférence to the revort of the regrettadble loss of
your son, the late Moe 540, Lange Sergoant ?. E Torpy, 17th Battale
o 'thn, T szt now {F regeipt of advice whioh shows that ha was wounded
4n sotisn (thixd ccoasion) in Franoe on 3.10.10 and admitted %o SR
Aust malian Field Ambulanoe. Ee wad th traneferred to O0th Casualty
1 Clenxring Btation and thence to Amulance ITraine On Sel0.10 he was

admnitted to Oth General Hospital, Rouven, ¥Franoe, whers Le dled on Gth
fdem a8 the result of gunshot wound neads Ho was buried in Et.Hever
Cemetery Txtension, Rouene

The utmost ocare and attention is being devoted, where
possible, to the gravesof our scldliers. It 18 understood photo=
graoge are hedgg taken as socn as practieadble for transmisnicn to
next=of =kine.

i Teose additional detaile ars furnished by direotion, it
being the polioy of the Department ts folward alliinforsation received
in connection with deaths of members of the Aus'rallan Imparial Force.

Youre faithfully,

o Mo "o V' vﬂ_ﬂl‘.

::".bn 1‘n§{§;. . Orficer 1/o Base Roogris.
_ TRAIINOOD, N.S8.V. ' A R " #/ "
National Arghives of Australia NAAB2455 TORPY PATRICK EDWARD




In Memory of
Lance Sergeant

Patrick Edward Torpy

346, 17th Bn., Australian Infantry, A.LF. who died on 09 October 1918 Age 27

Son of Michael and Annie Torpy, of Lagoon, Braidwood, New South Wales.

Remembered with Honour
St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen

Commemorated in perpetuity by
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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these booklets. The efforts of the members of the sub branch involved are very much
appreciated. This money was augmented by welcome funding from the Federal Government
through the ANZAC Centenary Local Grants Program and the Braidwood Community Bank.

To all those who helped in any way, many thanks. Your efforts have ensured we remember
these Braidwood and District Veterans well.

Back Cover: Peace Day, 11th November 1918, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

“Wild day in Braidwood: When Braidwood woke up on Tuesday morning to find the ‘glad tidings
of great joy’ awaiting it that Germany had signed the armistice and the frightful carnage of the
past four years or so had come to an end it simply went mad with delight. No other words could
adequately describe the excitement that followed.” “Braidwood Letters from the Front” by Roslyn
Maddrell.



ROLL OF HONOUR

Alley, Clair Underwood
Archer, Fred
Backhouse, Victor John
Barnett, Frederick George

Barry, Charles Louis

Beatty, Walter Cusack

Bell, John Henry Edward

Black, George Scott

Bruce, Thomas Fraser

Byrne, Cecil John

Callan, William Henry

Catlin, Robert Henry

Clarke, Lester Thomas

Cook, Thomas John

Crandell, Christopher George
Cregan, Clarence Theodore Augustus
Cullen, Henry Thomas

Davis, John Henry

Davis, Oscar Raymond Stanley
Dawson, Edric Athol

Dayball, Arthur Joseph

Dempsey, Charles Frederick
Dempsey, Charles
Dowell, Frederick Robert
Feeney, William '
Fisher, Osborne
Flack, John Foster
Garnett, Henr o
Geelan, Robert Michae f i
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Knight, Charles Oliver

Lee, Thomas James

Lennon, James

Lupton, Spencer

Lynch, James Joseph
Matthews, Francis

McCool, Francis Leslie Neil
McDonald, Alexander Joseph
McLean, Donald

McRae, Finley Arnold

Meade, Arthur Stuart

Merton, Thomas David
Montgomery, Stanley

Moore, William

Newberry, Alwyn (Alwin) Horace James
0 Brlen Th 1as Daniel

e rpe, George Lyle &
arpe; Reginald

Shermﬁ Edgar Robert
Sherm rcy Frederlck

Slmmons, George L)

Gosling, Fred
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Lest We Forget
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